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Grant Recipient Updates (formerly “Capture the Moments”)  
This issue features updates from three of our 2009-2010  grant recipients.                                             
 
A 2009-2010 FCC grant funded the FIRST INTERNATIONAL JURIED ART EXHIBIT at Fontbonne’s 
Fine Arts Gallery. The Figure Now 2010, focused on contemporary interpretation of the human form. While 
attracting artists from across the country, it yielded over $10,000 in 
profits (from entry fees), according to Gallery Director Ellen 
Gochnour, and helped draw attention to Fontbonne in the academic 
and professional art world. It was also the impetus for an individual 
FCC member to fund The Figure Now 2011, currently attracting 
international notice from places such as London, Berlin, Madrid, 
Australia, Columbia, Mexico and South Africa. The FCC’s 2010-
2011 grant for GALLERY RENOVATION will expand the secure 
wall space and add professional lighting, offering attractive exhibit 
space for prominent artists. Ellen reports that FCC grants have 
increased relationships and networks that greatly enhance the reputa-                The Figure Now 2010  
tion of both the Fine Arts Department and the entire University, as  
well as offer new opportunities for additional funding. Looking to the future, the Gallery’s Advisory Board is 
now reorganizing to be more representative of the St. Louis community, further growing the University’s 
outreach and exposure. What amazing “ripple effects” have already begun!  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         





The FCC provided a $5,000 grant to the Fontbonne University Library in the 
2009-2010 cycle.  This grant was used to purchase LIBRARY MATERIALS 
TO SUPPORT THE DISCIPLINE OF SOCIAL WORK. In the past, the 
social work program has operated under the auspices of other departments, but 
as Fontbonne works toward accreditation in the field, a new Social Work 
Department will be formed in the summer of 2011.  While the library budget 
has always supported this curriculum, the FCC grant has allowed the library to 
purchase foundational books and audiovisual materials at a time when they 
were particularly needed.  From July 2008 to September 2010, the Library 
spent $61,913 on social work related materials.  Dr. Sharon McCaslin, 
University Librarian, said, “The Library is particularly grateful to the FCC for 
its support in providing much needed library resources for our students. In the 
past two years, circulation of library materials at Fontbonne has increased by 
over 30%.  The Fontbonne Community Connection grants have been very 
beneficial in helping us provide what our students need.” 
Dr. Sharon Jackson, faculty 
member and leader in the 
Department of Social Work 
accreditation effort, reviews 
videos purchased with the 
FCC Grant. 
   
                                                                                                              
 
    Screening group of pre-                                                                                                                     Screening group of pre-school 
                                                                                                                                                              children with graduate students 
                                                                                                                                                              & Child Care Center Director 
                                                                                                                                                       C 
 
                                                                                                                   
  





                                                                                                                                                               Presenters at Universidad 
                                                                                                                                                               Interamericana 
    
                                                                                                                                     
 
                                                                                                                    .    
                                  
 
Friday morning, October 29, 2010 is the date set for our Fall Membership 
Recruiting Event. We’ll begin with a continental breakfast at 8:00 a.m. and 
conclude at 9:30 a.m., following Sister’s presentation. Sr. Rosemary Flanigan is a 
highly engaging speaker with a potent message for women in today’s world. This 
gathering will be the perfect opportunity for you to invite a friend or family member 
to meet fellow FCC members and to enjoy Sister’s energizing commentary! We have 
had a tremendous response for this event so please RSVP soon to reserve your space. 
RSVP by October 25: vlogston@fontbonne.edu or Marcia Quint 314-889-1408 
 
 In continuing our series featuring the work of a different FCC committee in each edition 
 of the Newsletter, our second Committee Spotlight shines on the Public Relations Committee. 
 
The Public Relations Committee is responsible for all communication of information, both 
internal (among FCC members) and external (throughout the Fontbonne Community and the 
St. Louis Community at-large). Chaired by Doris Wilson, the committee includes Kathy Coco, Mil Galvin, 
Joan Falk, Nancy Jersa and Marcia Quint. The primary method of communicating FCC news to our members 
is through the quarterly e-newsletter, written and edited by the members of the Committee.  Press releases
are used for external communication whenever appropriate and invitations to various FCC sponsored events 
are prepared by this committee in cooperation with the specific sponsoring committee—e-invites for 
members and hard-copy mailings for non-member “special guests.”  Other items handled by PR include the 
review/update of the recruitment brochure as needed, the ongoing review of the FCC web page and the 
eventual plans for FCC social media involvements.  Doris reports that, “by ‘spreading the good news’ about 
our grant recipients and their amazing projects, we hope to convey to each member the significance of her 
involvement in the FCC and to inspire an ever-growing circle of philanthropic women.” 
 
From March 14-21 of this year, Dr. Susan Lenihan, along with several faculty 
and four graduate students selected from Fontbonne’s Department of 
Communication Disorders and Deaf Education, traveled to Costa Rica to 
conduct the COSTA RICA NEWBORN HEARING AND EARLY 
INTERVENTION PROJECT. Participants visited both urban and rural schools 
to administer newborn hearing and language screenings...and much more! The 
group supplied an early childhood center with treatment and assessment 
materials, distributed resource information packets on hearing loss at four 
schools and a children’s hospital, and met with parents of the children as well as 
with students majoring in special education. Also, the group gave a presentation
at Interamerican University during a workshop for teachers hosted by their 
University’s Deaf Education Department. In addition, last June Dr. Lenihan and 
graduate student Tonia Moya gave a presentation on their Costa Rica project at 
the Alexander Graham Bell Convention in Orlando, Florida! The efforts of 
Fontbonne University, its faculty and its students are being recognized as 
outstanding examples of making the world a better place through 
communication and collaboration. Dr. Lenihan thanks the FCC for giving her 
students this opportunity. Through your generosity, you are truly “making a 
difference!”   
Sr. Rosemary Flanigan 
 











   Our bagpiper and Gunner  
   lead the parade. 
  
    
 A receptive audience! 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
















          
September 15th was a very busy and exciting day on campus for the FCC!  
The morning was devoted to a well-attended, energetic Strategic Planning 
Meeting followed by a delicious box lunch from Stratton’s Cafe! In the 
afternoon, preparations for the first on-campus FCC Parade and Grant 
Award Ceremony began as FCC members and our new grant recipients 
gathered in parade formation in the library lobby with Gunner and our 
special woman bagpiper in the lead!  At 12:30, as the parade snaked its 
way through the arcade and over walkways to Medaille Meadow,  students, 
faculty and staff offered encouraging waves and applause along the route 
and drew additional attention and (attendees) to our celebration. During the 
ceremony, each grant recipient was introduced and given a symbolic 
“presentation check” in the amount of their grant award. At the conclusion 
of the ceremony, all were invited to the refreshment tent to enjoy drinks 
and FCC cupcakes (courtesy of the Dietetics program) and to take 
advantage of the opportunity to visit with the award recipients.  It was 
certainly a memorable day for everyone! 
 
Since its inception, the FCC has received many expressions of gratitude from our appreciative grant 
recipients. Because the existence of the FCC is only made possible through the thoughtful generosity of each 
of our individual members, it is most important that these “happy messages” be shared with all of you. 
On behalf of the entire Fine Arts Department, I would like to...especially thank  
all the members of the FCC  for your outstanding support of our department in  
the form of the three grants awarded to our department this year....All of us have  
struggled to do exceptional things with somewhat limited resources and we are  
proud of what we have been able to accomplish but, with your help, we will be  
able to dream bigger and create even richer and more ambitious programs to  
serve our students and the community at large. You all truly make a difference  
in all our lives and we are so excited by these spectacular awards.  
Thanks to you All,  
Catherine Connor Talasek, Professor of Fine Arts 
.  
 
   
Catherine Connor Talasek, 
Professor of Fine Arts, accepts the 
award for the “Fine Arts Gallery 
Renovation.” 
Mark Douglas, Chair of the Fine 
Arts Department, receives his award 
for “Graphic Design Software.” 
Dr. Deana Jent, Mustard Seed 
Theatre Director, receives her 
















Message From The Chair 
                              
Dear Fellow FCC Member, 
 
On September 15 we conducted our annual Strategic Planning session.  We spent some 
very meaningful time exploring our Core Values and how we incorporate them into our 
FCC activities. Then I challenged all our committees to focus their plans on achieving 
100 members by June 30, 2011 and to increase our  diversity – age, race, religion and  
past Fontbonne association. Attendees had an opportunity to give their input and 
suggestions to all committees. It was a very productive session - so many 
great ideas and seemingly boundless enthusiasm coming from all corners of the 
 Karen Gedera            Board Room!  And the "icing on the cake" was the celebration of the 2010-2011 
 FCC Chair                Grant Award Recipients that was held immediately following our planning meeting         
                                 What an upbeat and inspiring day it was! Thanks to all the members who participated.                                                                                                                                
                                  
                                 Karen  
 
 
 FCC Calendar                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 INITIAL 2011 GRANT-RELATED DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
  February 11, 2011 Letters of Intent Deadline for Faculty, Staff, & Students                                                                                               
 
  April 1, 2011  Grant Applications Deadline for Faculty, Staff, & Students               
  
  April 29, 2011 Grant Applications Ready for Review On-Line 
                    
  May – June, 2011 Roundtable Discussions                          
   
 June 17, 2011 Voting Deadline                                
   
  July 14, 2011  Annual Meeting / Announce 2011-2012 Grant Award Recipients 
     as well as FCC Officers and Committee Chairs                             
  
  September, 2011 TBD—Awards Ceremony, Presentation of Awards to Recipients 
You may recall that, in the August Newsletter, a brief notice appeared informing you 
about an upcoming membership survey being prepared by several committees in an 
effort to gauge the effectiveness of their current operations. Our initial plans to deliver a 
single SurveyMonkey questionnaire to your mailbox by late August have been reset to a 
future date this fall, due to the realization that the final phrasing of the questions would 
require careful wording in order to achieve maximum objectivity and minimal bias. We 
promise simplicity, clarity...and brevity...and will look forward to receiving your 
responses! 
